
TAKING IT HOME 

1. Has there been a time in your life where you waited patiently for God to 
bring good out of a bad situation? 

2. What are some of the reasons why you are tempted to not forgive? (you 
believe you are “god”, unbelief in God’s best for you, misunderstanding of 
what Christ has done for you, etc…) 

3. How can the people in your community help you become increasingly 
submitted to Christ in the area of forgiveness in your life? 

4. How can we pray for you this week? 

 

 

November 16 , 2014 
Big Buts Series 
“I believe in God but…I won’t forgive.” 
Text: 2 Corinthians 5:14-20 

1. Christ’s love for me ________________________ my options. 
For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, 
and therefore all died. - 2 Corinthians 5:14 (NIV) 

2. What Christ did ____________he wants to do _____________________. 
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves 
but for him who died for them and was raised again. 
- 2 Corinthians 5:15 (NIV) 
 

Through Christ, God removed every obstacle to reconciling with 
________  except _________ 

MESSAGE NOTES

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

• Visit claritymn.org/communities for more info and to register, or fill out a 
connect card with all your contact info and let us know you would like more 
info about our clarity communities 

•You can now give via your mobile device via credit/debit card 
or via e-check by visiting give.claritymn.org or by scanning the 
QR code. 

•New to Clarity?  Join us next Sunday for free Pizza and some 
time with Pastor Phil to hear more about Clarity and how you 
can get connected with Clarity (after gathering Nov 23rd) 

• NO GATHERING on December 28th for “Volunteer Appreciation Day”

WHY FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST ARE PEOPLE WHO FORGIVE

http://claritymn.org/communities
http://give.claritymn.org
http://claritymn.org/communities
http://give.claritymn.org


3. My entire life is to be a _____________________________ of 

__________________________  to the entire world. 

All this is from God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself 
in Christ, and he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal 
through us.- 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (NIV) 

 

 

Our Communities are currently in session! To prepare for this week’s 
community gathering, take a few minutes to focus on the questions and 
WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS to discuss with your Community this week. 
Have a great meeting as you come together to grow in your faith and live as 
family on mission with God! 

MY STORY 

1. What was the one thing that you were known for in High School? 

2. Looking back at your notes from this weekend’s talk, was there anything 
that particularly caught your attention, challenged you, or confused you?  

DIGGING INTO IT: 
1. The scriptures tells us that there are things that people who follow Christ 

are known for - one of them being people who forgive.   

READ Genesis 50:14-21 
(If you are not familiar with this story you should read at least Genesis 37, 
and if you have more time, also read Genesis 39-45) 

• What does Joseph’s answer tell you about his attitude regarding 
forgiveness? 

• In reply to his brother’s fears, Joseph says “Am I God, that I can punish 
you?”   How does this speak to the reality that a cause for unforgiveness 
may be that they feel the right to play the part of “god” in someone’s life? 

2. Understanding why bad things happen to people in a correct light was 
something even the disciples of Jesus struggled with.  READ John 9 

• What assumptions did Jesus’ disciples make about why the man was born 
blind? 

• What did Jesus say was the reason that this man was blind?

MEMORY VERSE

Matthew 6:14-15 (NLT) 
If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 
But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.

COMMUNITY QUESTIONS

“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22


