
4. What do you think it will take to stop just looking at the fruit of your life 
(what you do) and start moving toward the root of faith (what it is you 
actually believe about who God is and what he has done through Jesus 
for us)? 

5. How would trusting God’s promise as a perfect father who demonstrates 
perfect love to us - making us his children and inviting us into his family 
- change how a person would live? 

 

January 11, 2015 

Drawing Closer: Part 2 
Text: Matthew 28:16-20 

Bottom line from last week: 

God made Christ ______________________ to us and so we must make Christ 

______________________ to others. 

What is it that we need to understand in order to draw closer to God? 

• We draw close to God because he ______________________ us. 

Then the eleven disciples left for Galilee, going to the mountain where 
Jesus had told them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him—but 

some of them doubted! - Matthew 28:16-17 (NLT) 

What are we invited to? 

Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in 
heaven and on earth. - Matthew 28:18 (NLT) 

• God has invited you into a new _______________________ 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father… Matthew 28:19 (NLT) 

MESSAGE NOTES

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 
• Visit claritymn.org/communities for more info and to register, or fill out a 

connect card with all your contact info and let us know you would like more 
info about our clarity communities 

• You can now give via your mobile device via credit/debit 
card or via e-check by visiting give.claritymn.org or by 
scanning the QR code. 

• Broom Ballin’ January 17th 1-5pm.  This is an ALL FAMILY 
event with broom ball, board games, and our 1st annual 
snowman building contest. Visit our Facebook page for 
more info.  facebook.com/claritychurch
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What would it look like if we really believed that we were dearly loved 
children of God? 

• We love one another as _____________________ _____________________ 

• We would _____________ each other well. 

• We would speak __________________   ___________________ to each other, 
regularly building each other up in love. 

• We demonstrate love to those who are __________   ___________   

_______________________ - even if they reject the love of God. 

Drawing closer to God start with understanding that drawing closer to God is 
something that God initiates and sustains.  So when we look at how the 
scriptures paint a picture of what that looks like, it is more of a litmus test of 
what God is doing and less of an instruction manual to follow so you can 
make yourself closer to God. 

How we live out our every day lives is directly influenced by what we believe.  
This week we began looking at how Jesus invited his disciples into a new 
identity - a new way of living that is influenced by a new way of believing 
who God is and what he has done for us. 

1. Where have we been more prone to emphasize “behavior modification” 
as opposed to faith transformation - trying to change the actions of your 
life and failing to get to the root of what it is we believe? 

2. Where have you been looking to your own behavior or doing to define 
you? 

3. In what ways have you had a hard time trusting that God’s word and 
work through Jesus is more than enough to define you?   And Why? MEMORY VERSE

John 13:34-35 (NLT) 
So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each other. Just as I have 
loved you, you should love each other. 35 Your love for one another will prove to 
the world that you are my disciples.”

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


