
COMMUNITY QUESTIONS (continued) 
Is there a time in your life were you found yourself more concerned about 
“looking righteous” than having a heart that desired to simply do what God 
asks of us?  What helped you get “back on track”? !!!!
Read 1 Samuel 15:22. How does this help motivate you to not let the sacrifice 
of trying to appear righteous trump the desire to be obedient to God’s word? !
!!
TAKING IT HOME !
1. Is there anything that you need to change or add to what you're doing, or 

keep doing to ensure that you are a follower of Christ who is “better than 
religious”? !!!!

2. In what ways does being part of a community help you become or remain 
“better than religious”? !!!!!

3. What do you think God is asking YOU to do with this message?  !!!!!
4. How can we pray with you this week? !!
!

MESSAGE NOTES    February 23, 2014 !
That’s What He Said // “Better than Religious” 
Matthew 5:17-48 !
Main things to remember as you read the Sermon on the Mount: !
1. Our purpose to be ______________  and  ___________________. !!
2. Jesus taught this passage through the lens of _____________________ and 

_________________________. 
Jesus replied, “‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your soul, and all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest 
commandment.  A second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor 
as yourself.’ The entire law and all the demands of the prophets are 

based on these two commandments.” - Matthew 22:37-30  !!
3. The Sermon on the Mount is what our lives would look like if we had 

________________   __________________. !
BOTTOM LINE: 
Followers of Christ are people who are  ___________   ____________  religious. !
What are some applications for my life from this passage? 
1. !!
2. !!
3. !!!!!!!!

MEMORY VERSE

1 Samuel 15:22 
“What is more pleasing to the Lord: your burnt offerings and sacrifices or 
your obedience to his voice? Listen! Obedience is better than sacrifice, 
and submission is better than offering the fat of rams. 



PERSONAL NOTES: 
!
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________ 
!
“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22 !
COMMUNITY QUESTIONS: 
A few of our Communities are currently in session! To prepare for this week’s 
community gathering, take a few minutes and WRITE DOWN YOUR 
ANSWERS to discuss with your Community this week. Have a great meeting 
as you come together to have fun, make friends, and grow in your faith! !!
MY STORY !
1. Can you think of a time when you were reading or hearing a passage of 

Scripture and it seemed to jump off the page and apply directly to you?  
What stuck out about it to you? !!!!!

2. As you think about your spiritual journey, have you ever had someone help 
you effectively live up to the ideal standards the scriptures has for us in 
spite of the realities of our failure to live up to them as Phil talked about? 
 If so, what did they do that was helpful? !!!!

Can you think of any ways a person could think they’re helping someone live 
up to the scriptures “ideal" but instead are not being helpful at all? !!!!
DIGGING INTO IT !
1. We heard this weekend that our goal as followers of Christ should be to 

be “better than religious”.  The following Old Testament passage deals 
with examples of what it means to be "better than religious."  Read Isaiah 
58  and make a list of all the things you can find are examples of what it 
means to be “better than religious”.  !!!!!

Look back at your list.  Have you experienced any of this? !!!
Which of these examples do you feel is most applicable to you in your current 
season of faith? !!!!
2. Jesus gave some really concrete examples in Matthew 7:21-48 of what it 

means to be "better than religious” - what it really means to be “salt and 
light”. Jesus touched on the topics of adultery, divorce, honesty, revenge, 
and how to treat enemies - comparing how Pharisees treated these issues 
and what the real standard is for followers of Christ.  Pharisees tried to 
“look righteous” but were not really concerned about “being righteous”. 
 What are some signs that a person is more concerned about “looking 
righteous” than “being righteous”? !!!!!


