
COMMUNITY QUESTIONS (continued) 
Is there a time in your life were you found yourself more concerned about “looking 
righteous” than having a heart that desired to simply do what God asks of us?  What 
helped you get “back on track”? !!!!
Read 1 Samuel 15:22. How does this help motivate you to not let the sacrifice of 
trying to appear righteous trump the desire to be obedient to God’s word? !!!!!
TAKING IT HOME !
1. Looking back at this week’s message and study, is there anything you think you 

need to focus on to help balance or change how you connect with God? !!!!!
2. Is there anything you would like your Community Group to pray about this week? !!!!!
In this week’s study we’ve seen that group prayer can be powerful when it comes to 
connecting people to God and seeing His work in their life. Here are some guidelines 
to help make your Growth Group prayer time more effective: !
•  WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME - Anyone in the group is free to introduce a 
prayer request either before prayer begins or during the prayer time.  Once a topic is 
introduced, the group focuses on that request alone.  Once it's covered, the group 
moves on to the next topic. 
•  PRAY MORE THAN ONCE - Because the group is focusing on one topic at a time, 
each person is encouraged (but not “required” or should feel pressured) to pray 
several times during the prayer time for those topics they feel most led to pray 
about.  
•  WE KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE - Group prayer goes better when 
members keep their prayers short and to the point.  When someone prays for a long 
time, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to 
intimidate those who are just learning to pray out loud in a group. 

MESSAGE NOTES    March 9, 2014 !
That’s What He Said // “Above All Else” 
Matthew 6:5-18; 25-34 !!
Jesus says there are things that are to be more important “ABOVE ALL ELSE” in the 
life of a person who has committed to following him. !
1.  Running after the WRONG things is frustrating. !!!!!
2.  Followers of Christ pursue being BETTER than religious. !!!!
Focusing your life around seeking the Kingdom of God and God’s  
standards results in: !
1. Finding clarity on the WHY -- not just the WHAT  to prayer and fasting. !!!!!!
2. Finding clarity on how to appropriately process the EMOTIONAL 
    RESPONSES of our lives. !!!!!!!!!!!!!

MEMORY VERSE

Matthew 6:33 
“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will 
give you everything you need.



“Be doers of the word and not hearers only…” James 1:22 !
COMMUNITY QUESTIONS: 
A few of our Communities are currently in session! To prepare for this week’s 
community gathering, take a few minutes and WRITE DOWN YOUR ANSWERS to 
discuss with your Community this week. Have a great meeting as you come together 
to have fun, make friends, and grow in your faith! !
MY STORY !
1. Other than your parents, who are the people that have had the greatest influence 

on you? !!!!
2. How do you think people on the street would respond if you asked them what 

they believe about prayer or fasting? !!!!
DIGGING INTO IT !
1. This past week we touched on the subject on prayer and fasting. Specifically we 

learned there is an ideal way to enter into healthy communication with God. 
Unfortunately, like any relationship, there can be roadblocks that we may or may 
not be aware of that erode and even cut off our prayer and communication with 
God. What potential roadblocks do they following verses describe?  

Proverbs 21:13 (NLT) 
“Those who shut their ears to the cries of the poor will be ignored in their own 
 time of need.” !!
Mark 11:25 (NLT) 
”But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are holding a grudge against, so that 
your Father in heaven will forgive your sins, too.” !!
James 4:3-4 (NLT) 
“And even when you ask, you don’t get it because your motives are all wrong—you want 
only what will give you pleasure. You adulterers! Don’t you realize that friendship with the 
world makes you an enemy of God? I say it again: If you want to be a friend of the world, 
you make yourself an enemy of God.” !!
John 5:14 (NLT) 
“And we are confident that he hears us whenever we ask for anything that pleases him.”  

2. The Lord’s Prayer gives us the “why” of healthy prayer and communication.  Unfortunately, 
these guidelines are often times thought to be magical phrases to be offered to God. After 
reading each verse and the definition that follows, rewrite in your own words: !

“Pray like this: Our Father in heaven, may your name be kept holy.” 
Matthew 6:9 (NLT)  = We desire to praise, honor & remember who God is.  !!!
"May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.”  
Matthew 6:10 (NLT) = We desire to have the reality of heaven on earth and to submit to God’s 
will. !!!
"Give us today the food we need,"  
Matthew 6:11 (NLT) = We understand God is the provider of our needs and he cares for us. !!!
"and forgive us our sins, as we have forgiven those who sin against us.” 
Matthew 6:12 (NLT) = We are overwhelmed with sorrow when we fall short of God’s standards,  
but God forgives and so MUST we forgive others. !!!
"And don’t let us yield to temptation, but rescue us from the evil one." 
Matthew 6:13 (NLT) = We trust God to help us resist temptation and show us mercy from the 
consequences of living in a world ruled by sin. !!
- Do people tend to miss one of these components of prayer more than others? !!
- How do you think this kind of balanced communication helps a person in their 

connection with God? !!!
- What does James 5:15-16 convey about how being in community with others and 

prayer within a group setting can help you keep the priority of seeking the 
Kingdom of God and his standards? 

“And the prayer offered in faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. 
If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to each other and 
pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is 
powerful and effective.” James 5:15-16


