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Lesson Goal: The children will learn about authority and that they should respect authority.
Main Point: Disciples of Jesus Respect Authority!
Bible Story: Jesus and Authority (Mathew 22:15 - 22)
Memory Verse: “Everyone must submit to governing authorities. For all authority comes from God...”
              Romans 13:1a (NLT)
 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THESE ACTIVITIES?

Authority Games (Opening Activity)
This activity will help children develop an understanding of what it’s like to have to listen to and follow 
an authority figure.

Skit and Bible Story (Large Group Activity)
The Skit and Bible story show the children who an authority is, and how they should respect authority.

Attitude Counts (Small Group Activity)
This activity helps children see that their attitude counts as much as their actions do.

Authority Concentration (Small Group Activity)
This activity will help children understand who is an authority in their life and why they are an authority.

Bible Verse Jumble (Small Group Activity)
This activity will get children into their Bibles as they review a verse from the Bible story.

Connect the Dots (Small Group Activity)
This activity is a visual way for the children to review the Bible story.

It’s Hard To Be The Leader (Small Group Activity)
This activity will help children understand why it’s important to obey authority.

Help Team Extreme (Large Group Activity)
This activity is a strategic time to review and reinforce the content of the lesson.
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Purpose Statement: The Skit and Bible story show the children 
who an authority is, and how they should respect authority.

Materials/Props Needed: Lesson 4 DVD materials.

• Lead the children through the opening activity “Authority            
  Games.”

• Begin Worship Time

Teacher
(cD Track # 1) It’s great to see everyone back. The X-factor 
games are far from over. Today’s event is the extreme ski jump. 
Skiers launch themselves off a huge ramp and go soaring through 
the air. It’s one of my favorites.  And I got a feeling that Rock and 
Scooter are going to break their losing streak today. But if we’re 
going to be able to cheer them on, we need to get pumped up with 
a song. Everybody stand up and help me sing!

Teacher leads children in singing the song.

Teacher
(cD Track # 1) That was great! Yep, I think we’ll be able to cheer 
pretty loud for Rock & Scooter today. But before the ski jump 
starts, I have a question for you. What is authority? 

Note: Have the children raise their hands and answer the question. 
The answer you’re looking for is “authority is power, or being able 
to tell people what to do.”

Teacher
Yes, that’s right. Authority is power. But I have another question 
for you. Who is authority?

Note: Once again, have the children raise their hands and answer 
the question. The answer(s) you’re looking for are “authority is 
my parents, teachers, principals, police officers, the mayor, the 
president, etc.”

Teacher
That’s right! All of those people have authority but there is 
someone who has authority over them. In fact, He’s the highest 
authority in charge of everyone and everything. God has placed 
authority figures, like our parents and teachers, over us to help 
guide us and help us make good decisions. We need to respect the 
authority figures in our lives. That means that we obey them when 
they tell us to do something. Even Jesus respected authority. When 

Single Teacher version - “Watch & Train” DVD

LESSON 4: DISCIPLES OF JESUS RESPECT AUTHORITY!
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Jesus walked the earth, He submitted to the people who were 
in charge. He was giving us an example to follow. All authority 
comes from God and there is a lot that can go wrong if nobody 
submits to the authority figures in their life. In fact, there was 
one occasion where some people tested Jesus about authority. 
They tried to trick Jesus. Now remember, Jesus is God’s Son, it’s 
impossible to trick Him. But these people tried anyway. The story 
is found in the book of Matthew, in chapter 22, starting in verse �5.

Note: Play “Bible Story Video.”

Teacher
If we want to be true disciples, we need to respect authority. And 
that, my friends, is our main point for this week. Disciples of Jesus 
respect authority! Everyone stand and help me shout this with 
some motions!

Note: Teacher leads children by first demonstrating the main point 
with motions, or have a child help decide motions.

Teacher 
Great job shouting, and try to remember that main point. We’re 
supposed to respect authority and that means we should obey 
authority figures when they tell us to do something. However, there 
is a time when we shouldn’t obey an authority figure. If someone 
who has authority over us tells us to do something that we know is 
wrong, or it’s something God tells us not to do, then we shouldn’t 
obey. For example, imagine that you are at the store with your dad. 
You’re next to the candy bars and your dad says, “Take one of 
those candy bars and put it in your pocket, we’re not going to pay 
for it.” We know it’s wrong to steal, God tells us that in the Bible. 
So, in a situation like that, you shouldn’t obey your dad because 
stealing is wrong. We should respect authority unless they tell us 
to do something we know is wrong. (looks at watch) Aha! It’s time 
for the ski jump competition. Let’s go cheer for Rock and Scooter!

Note: Play “skit video” followed by “extreme event.”

Teacher 
Wow...the Xtreme Athletes Against Authority Association. I 
don’t think that would have worked out too well. Earlier, Rock 
mentioned that the Bible tells us that all authority comes from God. 
The verse Rock was talking about was Romans �3:�a, and that’s 
our Bible verse this week.

romans 13:1a “everyone must submit to governing 
authorities. For all authority comes from God...” NLT

Teacher
According to this verse, respecting authority is a really big deal 
to God, and God is the highest authority there is. One way we 
can show Him respect is with our worship. So let’s all stand and 
worship God by singing to Him and then taking up our offering. 
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Teacher leads the children in singing the song and then begins 
offering time.

OFFERING

Teacher 
(cD Track # 4) Thank you for helping us worship God. Everyone 
in our lives that is an authority figure came from God. That means 
that God gave us our parents, our teachers, our coaches and anyone 
else who is an authority figure. We may not always agree with 
them, but we still need to respect them. Let’s remember to be 
thankful to God for putting these people in our lives. Let’s continue 
to worship God with our offering.

Teacher takes up offering.

Teacher 
(cD Track # 1) It’s now time for our Small Groups. We’ll learn 
more about who is an authority figure in our lives and also how we 
can show respect. We’ll see you when you get back.

SMALL GROUPS

Teacher 
I’m glad you’re back from Small Groups. You’re here just in time 
too. We need to help Team extreme! I sure hope you all paid 
attention because we need you to answer some questions from 
today’s lesson.

Note: Lead the children through the questions. Hit “next” when a 
child has given you the right answer.

CLOSING

Teacher 
(cD Track # 1) Nice job on those questions! We couldn’t have 
done it without you. Remember to show respect to authority. Like 
our main point says, Disciples of Jesus respect authority! See 
you later, have a great week! 
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will help children develop an understanding of 
what it’s like to have to listen to and follow an authority figure.

Description: The children will play three games (Follow the Leader, Mother May I, and Simon Says) 
that help them learn about authority.

Materials Needed: This help sheet. 

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. We’re going to play three games that teach us about authority.  
 2. Who can tell me what an authority is? (Someone who has power to tell us what to do.)
 3. And who can tell me who is an authority in your lives? (Parents, teachers, coaches,

    pastors, etc.)
 4. Very good. In each of these games, one person will be the authority or leader in 
     the game. You will need to listen to that person and do what they tell you to do.
 5. Let’s play our first game -  Follow the Leader.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
 1. Everyone is doing a great job of following the leader.  Remember that the leader is the
     person who is in authority over you and has the power to tell you what to do. 

Note: Repeat this and similar statements for each game.

 After this activity, say the following:
 1. I am impressed with how well you were able to follow the leader or the
     authority in each game.  
 2. Today we are going to learn more about what authority is and how we can show
     respect to the people who are authorities in our lives.
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The purpose of this activity: This activity helps children see that their attitude counts as 
much as their actions do.

Description: The children will listen to a situation regarding authority and choose the best way to act 
towards that person to show respect for authority.

Materials needed: This help sheet.

To introduce the activity, say the following: 
1. I want you to listen carefully while I read you some situations.
2. These are real-life situations involving authority.
3. For each situation, there are two questions I want to ask you.
4.	 The	first	question	is	if	you	should	obey	the	authority	or	not.
5. The second question is if you should do it with a good attitude or a bad attitude.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

During the activity, say the following:
1. After I read each situation, think about how it should be handled, and we will choose 

the best response.

Note: Read each situation and ask the kids if they should obey or not.  Then ask them ways that they 
could obey with a bad attitude and ways they could obey with a good attitude.

Situations:

1. Your dad tells you to take out the trash before you go out to play.  
a. Should you take out to trash? (yes)
b. How do you do this with a bad attitude? (bang the trashcans around,  make a lot of noise, 

spill some trash on the ground)
c. What about a good attitude? (ask if there is anything else to help with, say “I’ll do it right 

now”)

2. You come home with a lot of homework one night.  But you also come home with a new library 
book that you can’t wait to read.

a.	 Do	you	do	your	homework	first	or	read	the	book?	(do your homework)
b. How do you do this with a bad attitude?  (rush through it so you can get to the book, 

complain about it)
c. How do you do this with a good attitude? (do the best job you can without complaining)  
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3. After school, you are standing at the curb waiting to cross the street because the crossing guard 
asked you to wait.  Your friends get impatient with waiting and they go ahead and cross the street.

a. What should you do? (follow the direction the crossing guard gave you because you know 
that they care about your safety)

b. How do you do this with a bad attitude? (mutter under your breath about how mean the 
crossing guard is)

c. How do you do this with a good attitude? (stand there and wait patiently until you are told 
to go across)

4. You are in the middle of playing a video game and you are winning.  Your mom asks you to watch 
your little brother while she goes outside to work in the yard.

a. What should you do? (stop the game and watch your brother)
b. How do you do this with a bad attitude? (pretend like you are going to watch your brother, 

but start playing the game again when your mom leaves the room, act irritated with him 
because you would much rather be playing your game)

c. How do you do this with a good attitude? (do it happily because you enjoy watching your 
brother)

5. Your soccer coach tells you to sit out of the game for a little while after you miss a goal.
a. What should you do? (do what he says)
b. How do you do this with a bad attitude? (get angry and start stomping all over the field 

and yelling at your coach)
c. How do you do this with a good attitude? (sit quietly on the sidelines knowing that you 

probably need a rest)  

6. Your mom just got home with a trunk load of groceries, but you hate to bring in the groceries.  
She calls you to come help.

a. What should you do? (go help her)
b. How do you do this with a bad attitude? (act irritated and slam the grocery bags down on 

the counter)
c. How do you do this with a good attitude? (help with the groceries and hold the door for 

her)

7. Your teacher at school has changed the seating chart and you no longer get to sit by your best 
friend anymore.

a. What should you do? (sit where she tells you to)
b. How can you do this with bad attitude? (get angry and tell her that’s not where you want 

to sit, give the teacher dirty looks,  and act up while you are sitting there)
c. How can you do this with a good attitude? (sit quietly knowing that you can talk to your 

friend on breaks and after school)
 

After the activity, say the following:
1. You all did a great job of deciding to obey authority in these situations.
2. When someone in authority tells you to do something, you should not just obey him or 

her; you should obey with a good attitude.
 3.   Remember that as disciples of Jesus, God wants us to respect authority.
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will help children understand who is an 
authority in their life and why they are an authority.

Description: The children will try to match pairs of cards and talk about the authority figures on them.

Materials Needed: “Authority Concentration Cards Lesson 4” from the Lesson Materials CD Rom 
(Printed, cut out and laid out in a grid pattern face down).

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. God has put some people in authority over us.  
 2. These are people who have power to tell us what to do.
 3. Today, we are going to play Authority Concentration where we can identify some of 
     those people who are in authority over us and learn why they have authority.  

 4. We’re going to take turns turning over two cards at a time. 
 5. You’re trying to turn over cards that match.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
 1. You will turn over 2 cards and if they make a match, you can take them off the 
     playing area.
 2. If they do not match, you will turn them back over and the next person will take their
     turn. Try to remember where the cards were in case you need them for your next turn.

 3. When it is someone else’s turn, make sure you are paying attention.  You might find out 
     where a card is that you are looking for.
 4. When you make a match, we will talk about the authority figure on your card and why
     they hold a position of authority.
 

Note: After a match has been found hold up the matching pair and ask these questions:

  5. Why is this person an authority figure? (Allow children to answer, then give them
      answer from guide below.)

Authority cards:
 A. Mom and Dad – God gave us our parents so they could teach us and guide us through life. 
      Our parents tell us what to eat so we can be healthy, what to wear so we can be protected from  
      the weather, and when to go to bed so we can get enough rest and grow strong.
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 B. Coach – Our coaches teach us how to play sports and how to be team players.  They also   
      teach us how to play by the rules so that we can enjoy the games and get along with others.
 C. Pastor – Our pastors help teach us about the Bible and Jesus.  They are in authority over us to
      help us make good choices.
 D. Teacher – Teachers teach us things that we need to know to be successful.  They know what
      we need to learn, so we need to listen to them.
 E. Police – The police are authority figures in our lives because they keep us safe from harm and
      help us when we need it. 
 F. School Nurse – The School Nurses help us keep our bodies in good
      physical shape.  They tells us how to stay healthy and take care of us when we are hurt.
 G. Crossing Guard – Crossing guards tell us when we should and shouldn’t cross
      the street.  Without their protection, we might be hit by a car and be hurt.
 H. Small Group Leader – Our small group leaders are an authority in our lives because they           
                 teach us more about God and Jesus and how to live a good life.  They tell us things to do so   
      that we can please God and be with Him in Heaven someday.

 After this activity, say the following:
 1. Good job! There is one more authority in your lives that isn’t on one of these cards. In   
     fact He’s the most important authority in your lives. Who is it? (God.)
 2. That’s right! God is the ultimate authority. He created us and has a plan for our lives. 
        he tells us how to make good choices in life and He put our parents and other authority 

                figures in our lives.
 3. Now that you know who some of the authorities are in your life, you can 
                show them respect by doing what they tell you to do.
 4. Remember, disciples of Jesus respect authority.
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will get children into their Bibles as they 
review a verse from the Bible story.

Description: The children will look up a passage from today’s Bible story. They will then have a stack 
of words to unscramble so that it matches the Bible verse they found.

Note: There are two “Bible Verse Jumbles” available to you. The younger version will have the word 
and a symbol on the card for the children to match up. The older version will just have the words.

Materials Needed: : “Bible Verse Word Cards Lesson 4 Younger or Older” from the Lesson Materials 
CD Rom. 

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. Today, we are going to learn a Bible verse from our story.  
	 2.	I	will	get	you	started	and	you	can	finish	the	verse.
 3. Let’s all work together to get this done.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
 1. Our verse today comes from Mark 12:17.    

 Mark 12:17 (NLT)
     “Well, then,” Jesus said, “give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar.  But everything that
   belongs to God must be given to God.”

	 2.	Here	is	the	first	word	in	the	verse	and	the	rest	of	the	cards.	Let’s	put	the	verse	together	
     in order.
 3. Great job on putting the verse together!  Who would like to read the verse aloud?
 4. Now let’s all say it together!
	 5.	Let’s	get	into	our	Bibles	and	find	the	verse.
	 6.	If	you	are	having	a	hard	time	finding	the	verse,	raise	your	hand	and	I’ll	help	you.

 After this activity, say the following:
 1. You did a great job of putting the Bible verse words in order.
 2. The Bible is God’s word and we should learn how to use it to make our lives better!
   3. Remember our Bible story this week and respect the authorities God has put in your   
     life.
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will help children understand why it’s 
important to obey authority.

Description: The children will be given a task to complete by another child who is the “leader.”  They 
will see what happens when they follow the leader’s directions and what happens when they do not  
follow the leader’s directions.

Materials Needed: Items that need to be picked up and/or thrown away (crumpled paper, toys, etc), 
rewards (stickers, piece of candy, etc).

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. We are learning about authority today.
 2. Sometimes we don’t listen to the people who have authority over us.
 3. Today we are going to see what happens when we don’t listen to someone who is

     a leader.
 4. First I want everyone to help me mess up the room (Have the kids toss the paper/toys
     all over the room).
 5. I’m going to choose one of you to be the leader today and ask him/her to leave the 
     room for a minute. (The adult who takes the child out of the room will tell him/her that
     he/she needs to tell the other children to clean up the mess in the room within 1 
     minute.)
 6. (Once the child is out of the room)  When our leader comes back, he/she is going to tell
     you to do something.  
 7. Right now, I want each of you to choose if you will do what the leader asks you to do
     or not.
 8. If you choose to do what the leader says, move to this side of the room.  If you choose
     not to do what the leader tells you to do, move to this side of the room.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
 1. (When the leader comes back into the room)  Okay, now “Leader” is going to take   
     over. (Have the leader give the task and time limit.)
 2. “Leader,” you have some kids today who don’t want to do what you asked them to do.
     “Leader,” how do you feel about these kids not following your directions? Are they   

     respecting your authority?
 3. I didn’t tell you at the beginning, but everyone who did what the leader asked them to
     do is going to get a reward.
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Note:  You can give children a second chance for everyone to do the task if you want to reward everyone 
in your group.

 After this activity, say the following:
 1. You may not think that it was fair when you didn’t get a reward.
 2. We always have a choice to respect authority.  Respecting authority means that good
     things will happen.

 3. What happens when you choose not to listen to the leaders in your life? (Sometimes 
     you don’t get rewarded or there are consequences.)
 4. When we obey authority, good things will happen to us.  We should always obey
      authority.
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The purpose of this activity: This is a strategic time to review and reinforce the content of 
the lesson.

Materials Needed: DVD chapter “Help Team Extreme” lesson 4.
 

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 Ask the following questions and have the children answer. When a child answers
 correctly hit “next.”

 1. Which one of these is an example of respecting authority?
  A. Doing what the TV tells you to.
  B. Doing what your friends tell you to.
  C. Doing what you want to do.
  D. Doing what your parents tell you to do.

 2. True or false? If you are disrespectful to authority, then you are being disrespectful
     to God. 
  A. True.
  B. False.

 3. In today’s Bible story, who were the people who were trying to trick Jesus?
  A. The Sadducees.
  B. The Pharisees.
  C. The Israelites.
  D. The Romans.

 4. The Pharisees were trying to get Jesus into trouble with a group of people. Who was it?
  A. The Police.
  B. The Romans.
  C. His Parents.
  D. The religious leaders.
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 5. What did Jesus say about paying taxes?
  A. You don’t have to pay taxes.
  B. Give me all your money.
  C. I’ve never paid my taxes.
  D. Give to Caesar what belongs to Caesar.

 6. In the skit, what was the name of the organization that Scooter started?
  A. H.A.H.A.H.A.
  B. X.A.A.A.A.
  C. B.L.A.A.A.
  D. W.O.O.H.O.O.

 7. What was Scooter trying to accomplish?
  A. Scooter wanted to win.
  B. Scooter wanted free food.
  C. Scooter wanted a world with no authority.
  D. Scooter wanted to be in charge.

 8. Rock told Scooter that we should respect authority because____________.
  A. All authority comes from God.
  B. We’ll get in trouble if we don’t respect authority.
  C. Respecting authority is easy.
  D. People won’t respect you unless you show respect.
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