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Lesson Goal: The children will learn that it is better to show mercy than to make people suffer the 
consequences of their actions.
Main Point: Disciples of Jesus Show Mercy!
Bible Story: The Unforgiving Debtor (Matthew 18:23 - 35)
Memory Verse: “Since God chose you to be the holy people he loves, you must clothe yourselves with 
tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.”  Colossians 3:12 (NLT)
 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THESE ACTIVITIES?

Game of Mercy (Opening Activity)
The purpose of this activity is to introduce the concept of mercy.

Skit and Bible Story (Large Group Activity)
The skit and Bible story show the children that we should show mercy to others because Jesus showed 
mercy to us.

Act It Out (Small Group Activity)
This activity will provide the children the opportunity to actively review the Bible Story.

Bible Verse Jumble (Small Group Activity)
This activity will get children into their Bibles as they review a verse from the Bible story.

Clothed With Mercy (Small Group Activity)
This activity will help the children understand how forgiveness and mercy work together.

Connect the Dots (Small Group Activity)
This activity is a visual way for the children to review the Bible Story.

It Could Have Been Like This… (Small Group Activity)
This activity will give the children the chance to see what might have happened if different choices had 
been made in the Bible story.

Help Team Extreme (Large Group Activity)
This activity is a strategic time to review and reinforce the content of the lesson.
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Purpose Statement: The skit and Bible story show the children 
that we should show mercy to others because Jesus showed mercy 
to us.

Materials/Props Needed: Lesson 5 DVD materials.

• Lead the children through the opening activity “Game of Mercy.”

• Begin Worship Time

Teacher
(cD Track # 1) Welcome back everyone! It sure is great to see 
everyone back here. We’ve got a lot of cool stuff to cover today, so 
let’s get started with a song. Everybody up!

Teacher leads children in singing the song.

Teacher
(cD Track # 1) Whew, that was awesome! Today we’re talking 
about showing mercy. Here at church, we talk a lot about 
forgiveness. And forgiveness is a big part of mercy. But mercy 
takes forgiveness one step further. Imagine that you had a little 
sister and she broke one of your toys. Showing forgiveness only 
would be to tell her, “I forgive you for breaking my toy and I’m 
not mad at you. But you don’t get to play with my toys anymore.” 
Showing mercy to your sister would be to forgive her and to still 
let her play with your toys even though she broke one. Being 
merciful means not forcing someone to suffer the consequences of 
their actions. It isn’t always easy to show mercy, but God shows 
us mercy even though we don’t deserve it. That means we need to 
show each other mercy too. In fact, if we want to be true disciples 
of Jesus, we need to show mercy. And that is our main point: 
Disciples of Jesus Show Mercy! Everyone up, let’s shout this with 
some motions.

Note: Teacher leads children by first demonstrating the main point 
with motions, or have a child help decide motions.

Teacher
In the book of Matthew, Jesus told His disciples a parable about 
showing mercy. And we learned in previous weeks that a parable is 
a story that teaches a lesson.

Note: Play “Bible Story Video.”

   Teacher
Showing mercy is a big deal to God, so it should be a big deal to 
us. (looks at watch) Well, normally I’d say it’s time to go watch 
Rock and Scooter in the next event, which was going to be a 
snowboard race. But not today, I’m afraid. Rock and Scooter 

Single Teacher version - “Watch & Train” DVD

LESSON 5: DISCIPLES OF JESUS SHOW MERCY!
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haven’t done so well in the competition so far this year. They’ve 
only won one of the events. In the overall competition they are in 
last place. This is the halfway point of the competition and every 
year the officials eliminate the team that is in last place. That 
means that they kick the last place team out of the competition! 
So it looks like there won’t be any more Rock & Scooter. Wait a 
moment, I they’re about to make some sort of announcement. Let’s 
check it out.

Note: Play “skit video” followed by “extreme event.”

Teacher 
Wow, it looks like Rock & Scooter aren’t out of the competition 
yet. However, Scooter was really mixed up on the importance 
of showing mercy. I can’t believe that he wanted to get Collin 
kicked out of the competition just because he bumped into him. 
He should have shown mercy like the officials had shown him and 
Rock. Scooter was even shown mercy a second time when Rock 
didn’t make him pay for the hat he gave to a fan. I’m glad Rock 
straightened him out in the end. Hopefully, next time Scooter will 
do a little better when it comes to showing mercy. I bet Scooter 
could have used this verse. In fact, I think we all could use this 
Bible verse. 

colossians 3:12 “Since God chose you to be the holy people he 
loves, you must clothe yourselves with tenderhearted mercy, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience.” NLT

Teacher 
That’s a great verse to remember. Also remember that God 
shows us mercy all the time. There are all sorts of sins that we’ve 
committed, and it would be fair for God to punish us for our sins. 
But God sent His Son to die for our sins. That means that if we 
choose to follow Jesus, we won’t have to spend an eternity away 
from God. He offers us forgiveness and mercy, and that’s huge! If 
God can show mercy to us, we need to show mercy to others. Let’s 
all stand and worship God for always being merciful with us. Let’s 
sing.

Teacher leads the children in singing the song and then begins the 
offering time.

OFFERING

Teacher 
(cD Track # 4) That was some great singing. Now we’re going to 
take up our offering. This is another way we worship God. This is 
a time to focus on everything God has blessed us with and done for 
us.

Teacher takes up offering. 

Teacher
(cD Track # 1) It’s time for Small Groups! Today, you’ll be 
learning more about what it means to show mercy and you’ll find 
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out some ways you can show mercy to the people in your life. I’ll 
see you back in here later, and hopefully you’ll be able to help out 
Team Extreme. 

SMALL GROUPS

Teacher 
And everybody is back! Let’s put those brains of yours to the test. 
It’s time to help Team extreme!

Note: Lead the children through the questions. Hit “next” when a 
child has given you the right answer.

CLOSING

Teacher 
(cD Track # 1) Thank you very much for your help. Team 
Extreme wouldn’t have gotten very far without everybody’s help. 
Don’t forget our main point this week: Disciples of Jesus Show 
Mercy! See you next week!
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will provide the children with the opportunity 
to actively review the Bible Story.

Description: The children will act out the Bible Story to help them remember that showing mercy is an 
important thing to do.

Materials Needed: Four copies of “Act it Out Script Lesson 5” from the Lesson Materials CD Rom.

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. Today we are going to act out our Bible story about mercy. Remember that mercy is
     when we forgive someone and we don’t make that person pay for his or her actions.
 2. I need four of you to be the actors.

For detailed instructions on this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
 1. Our actors are going to read the script as we watch them act out the Bible Story.
 2. Let’s watch them closely to see if we can tell when mercy is shown.

 After this activity, say the following:
 1. The actors did a great job performing the story today!
 2. Everyone else did a great job listening carefully for when mercy was shown.
 3. Who in the story showed mercy? (The king) Who did not show mercy? (The servant)

	 4.	What	do	you	think	the	first	servant	should	have	done	after	the	king	showed	him	mercy?
     (He should have shown mercy to the man who owed him money.)
 5. Our Bible story of the Unforgiving Debtor shows us that we should always be willing
     to show mercy to others, especially when someone shows mercy to us.
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A Skit About Mercy For Kids.

Characters:       
Storyteller	 	 	 	 	
Servant	
King	
Servant	#2			

Storyteller:  Jesus often taught about forgiveness and mercy while he was on Earth.  One day, Jesus was 
asked how many times we should forgive others.  He answered with a story that went like this…

There was a king who found out about a man who owed him ten thousand talents.  This was a lot of 
money at that time.  Now the servant was not able to pay that much money and so he asked for mercy.
 
Servant: (Bow	to	King) Your Majesty, have mercy on me!  It has been a poor year and your servant has 
not been able to bring in a good crop. But be patient with me, don’t sell my family, and I will repay all 
that I owe.

King:  There is no way for you to repay this debt.  I will be old and gray before I even see one talent!  I 
see no reason for you to have any more chances!

Storyteller: (To	Audience) The problem is the king was right. It would take a lifetime for the servant to 
pay off his debt.  Let’s see if I can help. 	(Bow	to	King)	Your Majesty, if I may...

King: Who are you? Where did you come from?

Storyteller: I am traveler from a distant kingdom...

King: What kingdom?

Storyteller: One you’ve never heard of, I’m sure.  Please have mercy by not making this servant pay 
back the money owed to you.

King: (Sternly) Ten thousand talents is a lot of money, (changing	tone	to	compassionate) but I will show 
mercy.  I will erase the debt to me.  This servant is free to go. (Servant	dances	a	joyful	dance)

Storyteller: (To	Audience)	The king was merciful and took pity on the servant.

Servant:	(Shaking	Storyteller’s	Hand) Thank you!  Oh thank you very much! Come to my
home to celebrate!
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Storyteller:  Okay, but I must finish my story on the way. (To	Audience)  Now where was I? The king 
took pity on the servant...and canceled all of the servant’s debt.

(Servant	#2	walks	by)

Servant: (Sees	Servant	#2) Wait a minute, I know who that is!  I lent money to that family some time 
ago. (Angry) They never paid me back!  Come here! (Grabs	Servant	#2	by	the	arm)

Servant #2: (Surprised) Let me go!  LET ME GO!  (Breaks	free)

Storyteller:  (To	Servant	#1)	 So what’s the big deal?  It’s not like it’s a lot of money or something.

Servant:  How do you know that?  

Servant:	(To	Storyteller)  Give me a hand, will you?!  This servant is really strong.

Servant #2: (Puts	hands	up) I told you we would pay you back.  It’s been a bad year. Just give us time.

Servant: That’s what you said the last time. Now pay up! (Starts	to	drag	Servant	#	2	off	to	jail).

Storyteller:  (Stops	Servant	#1) Have you completely lost your mind?  You’re not showing very much 
gratitude. (To	Servant	#2)  Are you all right? (To	Servant	#1)	 What are you going to do?

Servant:  I’m taking this servant to jail until I get paid what I’m owed.

Storyteller:  (To	Audience) Do you think that Servant #2 will be able to pay off the debt while in prison?  
(To	Servant	#1)	 Hey, wait a minute, you should let the servant go.

Servant: (Stops	suddenly)	Why should I do that?

Storyteller: Because the king did it for you. 

Servant: It’s not the same thing.

Storyteller: Sure it is. The king freed you, now you should free the servant. Can’t you show the same 
mercy that the king showed you?

Servant: No way, I’m owed money and this servant is going to jail until I get payed. (Grabs	Servant	#2	
and	exits)

Storyteller: (To	Audience) Well, I would think that a person who was shown mercy would do the same 
for someone else, don’t you? I think I want to see what the king thinks of this situation. (Enter	King)

King: Ah, the traveler from – wherever. 
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Storyteller: (Bows	to	King)	 King, I’m greatly bothered by something I just saw.  I have spent the day 
with the servant you have freed from debt.  

King:  Really? What has my servant done?

Storyteller: Your servant had another servant of yours thrown into prison for not paying a debt.

King:	(Angry	and	surprised)  Is that so? You saw this?

Storyteller: With my own eyes, sir.

King: We’ll just have to see about that. (King	exits,	returns	pulling	Servant	#1	by	the	arm).

Storyteller: (To	Audience)	The king then summoned the servant and demanded to know about the 
incident.

King:	(Sternly) I canceled your debt and you show me your gratitude by throwing another servant in 
jail? Why couldn’t you have shown the same mercy I showed you?!

Storyteller: (To	Audience) And so the king had the unforgiving debtor thrown into jail until the 
entire debt was paid. Jesus ended his parable by telling the people that they needed to be willing to show 
mercy to others since God had shown mercy to them.  THE END!
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will get children into their Bibles as they 
review a verse from the Bible story.

Description: The children will look up a passage from today’s Bible story. They will then have a stack 
of words to unscramble so that it matches the Bible verse they found.

Note: There are two “Bible Verse Jumbles” available to you. The younger version will have the word 
and a symbol on the card for the children to match up. The older version will just have the words.

Materials Needed: “Bible Verse Word Cards Lesson 5 Younger or Older” from the Lesson Materials 
CD Rom. 

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. Today, we are going to learn a Bible verse from our story.  
	 2.	I	will	get	you	started	and	you	can	finish	the	verse.
 3. Let’s all work together to get this done.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
 1. Our verse today comes from Matthew 18:33.    

 Matthew 18:33 (NLT)
     “Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I had mercy on you?”

	 2.	Here	is	the	first	word	in	the	verse	and	the	rest	of	the	cards.	Let’s	put	the	verse	together	
     in order.
 3. Great job on putting the verse together!  Who would like to read the verse aloud?
 4. Now let’s all say it together!
	 5.	Let’s	get	into	our	Bibles	and	find	the	verse.
	 6.	If	you	are	having	a	hard	time	finding	the	verse,	raise	your	hand	and	I’ll	help	you.

 After this activity, say the following:
 1. You did a great job of putting the Bible verse words in order.
 2. The Bible is God’s word and we should learn how to use it to make our lives better!
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will help children understand how forgiveness 
and mercy work together.

Description: The children will listen to some situations where mercy needs to be shown.  They will 
have the chance to choose one of three reactions.

Materials Needed: 1 Sweatshirt turned inside out, “Response Cards lesson 5” from the Lesson 
Materials CD Rom (with tape attached.)

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. Today we are learning about mercy. Mercy is when we forgive someone and we don’t
     make them pay for their actions.
 2. In Colossians 3:12a, the Bible tells us to clothe ourselves in tenderhearted mercy.

 3. Sometimes it is hard to show mercy to someone.
 4. We are going to learn some ways we can show mercy in some real life situations.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
 1. I need a volunteer to wear this sweatshirt and pretend to be the person in our situations.
 2. I’m going to read you some situations. Listen carefully each time so you can decide the
     best way to deal with the situation and to show mercy.
 3. After you hear the situation, choose one of these response cards to put on the

     sweatshirt.
 

SITUATIONS:

 1. At school, another kid accidentally trips you and your book lands in a puddle of water.
     What do you do?
  a. Throw his book into the water.
  b. Forgive him, but call his mom and make him pay for a new book. 
  c. Forgive him and don’t make him pay for a new book. (Forgiveness and Mercy)

	 2.	Your	little	sister	was	playing	with	your	favorite	action	figure	all	afternoon.	She	brings	it	back
     to you that night and it’s missing both its legs. What do you do?
	 	 a.	Hit	her	for	breaking	your	favorite	action	figure.	
  b. Tell her that it’s okay; she can just get you a new one with her birthday money.
  c. Tell her that it’s okay and she doesn’t have to get you a new toy. (Forgiveness 
                 and Mercy)
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 3. Your brother was playing your favorite video game and he got the disc stuck in the machine.
     When he tried to get it out, he broke the whole system. What should you do?
  a. Make him save up his money and buy you a whole new system. 
  b. Forgive him, but don’t let him play with your toys anymore.
  c. Forgive him. Tell him that he doesn’t have to pay you back at all and he can still play   
      with your stuff. (Forgiveness and Mercy)

 4. You loaned your favorite shirt to your best friend and she shrunk it in the wash. What should
     you do?
  a. Tell her you will never speak to her again.
  b. Tell her that you forgive her, but she’s never borrowing your clothes again. 
  c. Tell her that she is forgiven and don’t make her pay you back. (Forgiveness and Mercy)

 5. Your brother spills his red kool-aid all over your new bedspread.  What do you do?
  a. Make him leave your room and never come back. 
  b. Tell your mom that you forgive him, but that he can never enter your room again. 
  c. Forgive him and let him come back in the room. (Forgiveness and Mercy)
 
 6.	You	were	on	your	way	down	the	field,	about	to	score	the	winning	soccer	goal	for	the	game.
     Your teammate is running beside you and accidentally trips you so you miss the goal. What do
     you do?
	 	 a.	Get	angry	and	push	him	out	of	the	way	as	you	stomp	off	the	field. 
  b. Get up and tell him that you forgive him, but tell him to keep away from you on the
	 	 				field	from	now	on.	
  c. Get up and tell him that you forgive him. Encourage him to continue working with you 
      to score a goal. (Forgiveness and Mercy)

 7. Your next-door neighbor is having a pool party this weekend. You have been hearing about it
     all week at school, but were never invited to come over.  Now everyone is over at her house
     swimming and she sees you sitting on your back porch and asks you to come over because she
     forgot to give you an invitation. What do you do?
  a. Pout and tell her you have other things to do.
  b. Tell her you forgive her for forgetting to invite you, but she will have to let you use the   
	 	 				best	floatie	to	make	up	for	it.	
  c. Forgive her and tell her that you are glad that she asked you to come over. Give her a   
      hug and join the party. (Forgiveness and Mercy)

 8. You told your best friend a secret and he forgot that it was a secret and told another friend.
     Now you feel embarrassed that the other friend knows your secret.  Your best friend says he
     is sorry. What do you do?
  a. You tell him that you will never trust him with a secret again. 
  b. Tell him that you forgive him, but that you won’t tell him any more secrets. 
             c. Tell him that you forgive him and that you still trust him. (Forgiveness and Mercy)
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Note: After each situation is read, and the children have a chance to choose how to respond, ask them 
the following questions:

  4. We have to make a choice about showing mercy, if you show mercy to someone, what
      happens? (In most cases, it makes the other person feel really good.)
  5. What do you think would happen if you chose not to show mercy?

 After this activity, say the following:
 1. Sometimes it is hard to show mercy to others.
 2. What do you usually want to do when someone hurts you or destroys something
     you own? (You want to make them pay you back for what they destroyed; you want to
     hurt them like they hurt you, etc.)

 3. Sometimes we think that it’s enough just to forgive someone, but showing them mercy
     is taking forgiveness one step farther by not making them pay for their actions.
 4. Now that you know how forgiveness and mercy work together, practice showing
     forgiveness and mercy to others.
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The purpose of this activity: This activity will give the children the chance to see what 
might have happened if different choices had been made in the Bible story.

Description: The children will listen to the Bible story and see what might have happened if the 
characters had made some different choices regarding mercy.

Materials Needed: This help sheet.

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 1. Today I’m going to read you some stories based on the story of the unforgiving debtor.  
 2. The stories are all about showing mercy. Mercy is when we forgive someone and we
     don’t make him or her pay for his or her actions.

 3. I want you to listen carefully to see what might have happened if the people in the
     story had made some different choices about mercy.
 4. There will also be some actions for you to perform throughout the story, so listen
     closely for those.

For detailed instructions on how to do this activity, see the DVD.

 During the activity, say the following:
	 1.	I’m	going	to	read	our	first	version	of	the	story.		When	you	hear	the	word,	“mercy”	
     I want you to clap your hands once.

 
Mercy Story Version #1
Once, Jesus told a story about a king who showed mercy to one of his servants. The king found out 
about a man who owed him ten thousand talents. This was a lot of money at that time. Now the servant 
was not able to pay that much money and so he asked for mercy. The king decided to show mercy to 
the servant. He told him that he was free to go and that he didn’t owe any money. The servant was very 
happy! On his way home, he saw his neighbor. He had loaned some money to this neighbor. The servant 
decided that he needed his money back right then and he told his neighbor that he needed to pay up 
immediately. He said that he was not able to pay him and asked for more time. The servant did not want 
to show him mercy, so he took him to jail and made him stay there until he was able to pay back all the 
money he owed. The king found out and was very angry. He called the servant back to him and asked 
him why he did not show mercy to his neighbor when the king had shown mercy to him. The king 
decided to put the servant in prison because he was not merciful to his neighbor.

	 	 2.	Did	anyone	in	this	story	show	mercy?		Who	should	have	shown	mercy?
	 	 3.	In	the	second	version	of	the	story,	when	you	hear	the	word	“mercy”	I	want	you	to	
      stomp your feet.
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Mercy Story Version #2
One day a king found out about a man who owed him ten thousand talents. This was a lot of money at 
that time. Now the servant was not able to pay that much money and so he asked for mercy. The king 
was in a bad mood that day and did not want to show mercy. He decided that he was going to throw the 
man into jail because he couldn’t pay his debt. He would not show mercy!

	 	 4.	Did	anyone	in	this	story	show	mercy?	Who	should	have	shown	mercy?
	 	 5.	In	the	third	version	of	the	story,	when	you	hear	the	word	“mercy”	I	want	you	to	say,
	 	 				“Show	mercy!”

Mercy Story Version #3
One day a king found out about a man who owed him ten thousand talents. This was a lot of money at 
that time. Now the servant was not able to pay that much money and so he asked for mercy. The king 
decided to show mercy to the servant. He told him that he was free to go and that he didn’t owe any 
money. The servant was very happy! On his way home, he saw his neighbor to whom he had given 
some money to some time ago. The servant asked the neighbor if he could pay him back the money he 
owed him. He said that he was not able to pay him and asked for more time. The servant thought about 
how the king had shown him mercy. He decided that he would show his neighbor mercy as well and 
told him that he didn’t owe him the money anymore. The neighbor went away very happy because his 
neighbor showed him mercy!

	 	 6.	Who	showed	mercy	in	this	story?		Was	it	the	right	thing	to	do?

 After this activity, say the following:
	 1.	You	did	great	listening	to	the	stories	and	figuring	out	who	was	showing	mercy	in
     each story.
	 2.	Just	like	we	saw	people	show	mercy	in	our	“It	could	have	been	like	this”	stories,	you

     should choose to show mercy to the people in your lives.
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C. Forgive him and don’t make 
him pay for a new book. 

C. Tell her that it’s okay and 
she doesn’t have to get you a 

new toy. 

C. Forgive him. Tell him that he 
doesn’t have to pay you back 

at all and he can still play with 
your stuff. 

C. Tell her that she is forgiven 
and don’t make her pay you 

back.

C. Forgive him and let him 
come back in the room.

C. Get up and tell him that you 
forgive him. Encourage him to 
continue working with you to 

score a goal.

C. Forgive her and tell her that 
you are glad that she asked you 
to come over. Give her a hug 

and join the party.

C. Tell him that you forgive 
him and that you still trust him.
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The purpose of this activity: This is a strategic time to review and reinforce the content of 
the lesson.

Materials Needed: DVD chapter “Help Team Extreme” lesson 5.
 

 To introduce this activity, say the following:
 Ask the following questions and have the children answer. When a child answers
 correctly hit “next.”

 1. Why should we show mercy to others?
  A. Because it’s easy.
  B. Because it’s fun.
  C. Because people deserve mercy.
  D. Because God shows us mercy.

 2. Imagine your friend borrows a toy and gives it back broken. What should you do?
  A. Break one of his toys.
  B. Forgive him and let him borrow another toy.
  C. Forgive him, but don’t let him near your toys anymore.
  D. Make him buy you a new toy.

 3. In today’s Bible story, how much money did the servant owe the king?
  A. Hundreds.
  B. Thousands.
  C. Millions.
  D. Nothing.

 4. The servant couldn’t pay back what he owed. When he begged for mercy, what did
     the king do?
  A. The king threw him in jail.
  B. The king showed mercy and forgave the debt.
  C. The king gave him more time to pay back the money.
  D. The king loaned him even more money.
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 5. When the servant found the man who owed him money, what did he do?
  A. He showed mercy like the king had shown to him.
  B. He beat him up.
  C. He threw him in prison.
  D. He gave him more time to pay back the money.

 6. In today’s skit, during the snowboard race, what happened to Scooter?
  A. Another racer bumped into Scooter.
	 	 B.	Scooter	wrecked	and	couldn’t	finish.
  C. Nothing happened to Scooter.
  D. Scooter ate a sandwich.

 7. After winning the race, what was Scooter planning to do?
  A. Scooter planned to celebrate victory.
  B. Scooter was going to Disneyworld!®
  C. Scooter planned to eat a sandwich.
  D. Scooter planned to have the team kicked out.

 8. According to our Bible verse, Colossians 3:12, what are we supposed to clothe
     ourselves with?
  A. Expensive sweaters.
  B. Fancy shoes.
  C. Mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness & patience. 
  D. Food.
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