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[image: ]“Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they wanted. He did the same with the fish”
· John 6:11
God will provide for me and my family.
In today’s story, young children learn that Jesus cares for them just
like other loving adults do. They’ll also discover that the little boy
with the fish and bread shares! Young children hear about sharing
what they have, just like the little boy. Finally, Jesus blesses the
food in today’s story. Blessing and praying over food is something
many young children experience with their families. It’s also
something they see during worship when the pastor prays over holy
communion.
A parent’s view of this miracle will likely vary depending on their
situation. Some parents will see it from a place of struggling to
have enough food to feed their family. Others will never have
experienced food scarcity. All will realize that, while God is at work
in our everyday lives, God doesn’t usually multiply bread and fish
in front of our eyes. No matter their situation, parents can discover
that Jesus is teaching about how God cares for us by showing us
that we have more than enough, we never need to doubt God’s
love for us, and we can see miracles in our children.
The story of Jesus feeding the 5,000 appears in all four Gospels.
Jesus preaches. A crowd gathers. It grows late and the crowd is
hungry. There is no food. But a boy has two fish and five barley
loaves. Jesus takes these meager offerings and feeds the entire
crowd with twelve baskets left over. Jesus shows us in this story
that even the youngest or least likely to be able to help may assist
in God’s miracles.
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STORY:  Jesus Is Born

Baby Bath Station


Caregivers, while you do this . . .

Enjoy time together as you bathe, dry, and dress the babies.

Your child is learning this!

• When I bathe the baby, I remember the things we do when I take a bath.
• Caring for a baby helps me develop empathy.

• When I bathe the baby, I remember that Jesus was born as a real baby.
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Putting the Story in Perspective
Q@ Genesis, a Greek word that means “beginning”, is the launchpad ( .

for the history of God and God's people. With young children and b|ble StUdy
e== adults, the story of creation is a good place to begin journeying as
God's people. The rhythm, repetition, sound, mystery and drama in
Q the creation story show our God as our one creator while holding
8 the attention of young children who innately love to repeat, move
Q) and listen. As the story unfolds, we see God as part artist, part
architect and part engineer. God harnesses chaos into something
good, then asks us to care for this far-reaching creation. We also
learn that even God rests - as we do - and resting is named as good.

A Parent’s View of the Story

Infants and young children remind their caregivers daily that
creation lives among us. It wasn't so long ago that these young
children arrived in the world. All caregivers have thought, felt, or
said something like “It is Good” when first meeting their children.
When family lifes gets bumpy and stressful, caregivers tend to
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stray from those first wondrous moments of recognizing God's
tiny creation, forgetting the assurance of the words “It is Good!”
Invite caregivers to remember those first moments with their é .
child and say once again, “You are Good” to their children. bOttom l|ne

A Child's View of the Story

The world is full of wonder! A nose calls out to be touched or
grabbed. An ant walking across the sidewalk says, “stop and watch
me.” A banana whispers, “squish me.” These moments of wonder
are all good to young children. It’s as if they see God's creation
more clearly than we do because of their sense of awe, wonder
and goodness. Young children take the time - because it means
nothing to them yet - to stop, watch and listen to the smallest in
God's creation, like a butterfly, a snowflake, or the cloth tage on
their favorite blankie. In doing so, they invite us to join them in
their new journey in God's world. So today’s creation story? Maybe
young children know it better than we do because the newness
of creation is their ongoing reality.
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s Jesus Feeds a Crowd

Family Dinner

Caregivers, while you do this ...

Enjoy making dinner together and serving it to your family and friends. Remember to
thank God for your food.

Your child is learning this!
« When we cook together, | learn to be a family.
« Jesus gave thanks to God, and so can I!




