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Lesson Goal: The purpose of this lesson is to teach the children that they should put the needs of others above their own.
Main Point: I Will Put Others First!
Memory Verse: Galatians 6:3
“If you think you are too important to help someone, you are only fooling yourself. You are not that improtant.” (NLT)

Our “Shipwrecked” series continued this week with a lesson about putting others first. In our Bible story Paul certainly demonstrated 
this principle. Returning to the story we told last week, we learned that Paul and his friend Silas were unfairly put in prison for doing 
the right thing and helping someone out. While in prison, Paul and Silas prayed and sang praises to God. Even the other prisoners 
were listening. About midnight, a great earthquake shook the prison and the doors to the cells were thrown open. When the Roman 
prison guard heard the earthquake, he quickly went to check on the prisoners. When the guard saw the doors were open, he thought 
the prisoners had escaped. The guard prepared to kill himself. Paul had a choice to make, he could let the guard kill himself and 
escape, or he could tell the guard they were all still there and probably be put back in jail. Paul chose to put the needs of the guard 
over his own. He told the guard they were still there. Paul put the needs of others over his own needs.

Aaron and Jamie, our two shipwrecked siblings struggled with putting others’ needs over their own. They selfishly put themselves 
first with disastrous results. Their fighting destroyed their only shelter, a candy bar, an umbrella, and a raft that could have helped 
them get rescued. After this fiasco, Jamie and Aaron realized that they really should put each other’s needs first. 

This week, when your child behaves selfishly, remind them that they should put the needs of others first. It can be difficult, but in the 
end it’s better for all of us.
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