

[image: ][bookmark: _GoBack]Caregivers and the broader culture may focus on how much little
ones take from us (sleep, time, energy, and other resources) or what
they cannot yet do. Parenting a little child is exhausting, demanding
work that requires constant attention. It is easy for parents to
wish this time away, longing for the days of daily showers or
spontaneous dinners. They also may think ahead to a time when
children will grow bigger so they can feed and dress themselves
and go to school. What often gets lost in the caregiver’s world
is what these little ones have to teach us. They are filled with big
lessons about faith and God’s love.
Mark 10: 14
“Let the little children come to me”
God loves us when we are big & when we are little.

Parents of infants hear, “She’s getting so big!” on a regular basis.
Toddlers may declare, “I am the mama and you are the baby!” as
they play. The infant and toddler years are filled with conversation
and imaginative play centered on dreams of getting bigger and
growing up. When children are old enough to start understanding
what it means to be “sooo big!” they may long to be bigger. When
we take the time to celebrate who they are in the present, we are
sharing the love of God with them. We can also teach them the
equal importance of dreaming big and noticing the little gifts of
each day.
Themes of big and little are seen throughout scripture. Little David
slays big Goliath. The little mustard seed grows into a big shrub.
But we also see Jesus calling us to have faith like a little child,
and welcoming the little children to come to him. This gives us a
window into how God loves us for who we are becoming as we
grow, even as God simultaneously loves us in the present. God sees
the gifts of who we are now, at every age and stage.
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Putting the Story in Perspective
Q@ Genesis, a Greek word that means “beginning”, is the launchpad ( .

for the history of God and God's people. With young children and b|ble StUdy
e== adults, the story of creation is a good place to begin journeying as
God's people. The rhythm, repetition, sound, mystery and drama in
Q the creation story show our God as our one creator while holding
8 the attention of young children who innately love to repeat, move
Q) and listen. As the story unfolds, we see God as part artist, part
architect and part engineer. God harnesses chaos into something
good, then asks us to care for this far-reaching creation. We also
learn that even God rests - as we do - and resting is named as good.

A Parent’s View of the Story

Infants and young children remind their caregivers daily that
creation lives among us. It wasn't so long ago that these young
children arrived in the world. All caregivers have thought, felt, or
said something like “It is Good” when first meeting their children.
When family lifes gets bumpy and stressful, caregivers tend to
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stray from those first wondrous moments of recognizing God's
tiny creation, forgetting the assurance of the words “It is Good!”
Invite caregivers to remember those first moments with their é .
child and say once again, “You are Good” to their children. bOttom l|ne

A Child's View of the Story

The world is full of wonder! A nose calls out to be touched or
grabbed. An ant walking across the sidewalk says, “stop and watch
me.” A banana whispers, “squish me.” These moments of wonder
are all good to young children. It’s as if they see God's creation
more clearly than we do because of their sense of awe, wonder
and goodness. Young children take the time - because it means
nothing to them yet - to stop, watch and listen to the smallest in
God's creation, like a butterfly, a snowflake, or the cloth tage on
their favorite blankie. In doing so, they invite us to join them in
their new journey in God's world. So today’s creation story? Maybe
young children know it better than we do because the newness
of creation is their ongoing reality.
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=== Bijg and Little

Watch Us Grow

Caregivers, while you do this ...

Roll out the paper, lie on it, and ask your child to measure you. Then measure your child
on the same paper to see who s big and who is little. Remind them that God loves us
when we are big and when we are little.

Your child is learning this!

« When | measure your size, | develop my fine and gross motor
skill.

«Talking about size differences introduces early math skills.
- Affirming my size shows me that God loves me.

+ Talking about growth helps me know God will be with me as
Igrow.




