

[image: ]Psalm 139:3
“You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.”
God is with us everywhere 
“Peekaboo! I see you!” Between the ages of 6-12 months, infants
develop the ability to remember that something exists even though they cannot see it. This concept is known as object permanence. Once it emerges, the joy of playing Hide and Seek begins. (So do the fears that come along with children not being able to find their parents.) Even after this awareness develops, children will still ask for help to find a favorite toy. “Where is my blankie?” “I can’t find my shoe!” Children are constantly losing things! But God is always able to find them and be with them no matter where they may be: at daycare, in the car, in their bedrooms, and even hiding in a fort!
Getting lost is one of our earliest fears. Being known is one of our
deepest desires. God knew us at the moment our child was placed
in our arms. God found us and called us to care for this miracle.
Through the day-to-day routines and through the highs and lows
our children bring us, God knows us, finds us, and carries us. This
session allows parents to receive two truths. First, God is always
with us as parents, no matter how lost we may feel. Second, God
will always be with our children, no matter where life takes them.
The Bible is filled with stories of God seeking out those who are
lost. Adam and Eve hide in the garden. Jonah runs away rather than
going to Nineveh. A woman sweeps and searches to find her lost
coin. One sheep is separated from the ninety-nine. The apostles
hide out in the upper room after Jesus’ death. The psalmist in this
lesson’s Bible verse reminds us of how intimately known we are by
God. There is nowhere we can go that God will not search for us
and find us. That is good news worth seeking and finding!
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Putting the Story in Perspective
Q@ Genesis, a Greek word that means “beginning”, is the launchpad ( .

for the history of God and God's people. With young children and b|ble StUdy
e== adults, the story of creation is a good place to begin journeying as
God's people. The rhythm, repetition, sound, mystery and drama in
Q the creation story show our God as our one creator while holding
8 the attention of young children who innately love to repeat, move
Q) and listen. As the story unfolds, we see God as part artist, part
architect and part engineer. God harnesses chaos into something
good, then asks us to care for this far-reaching creation. We also
learn that even God rests - as we do - and resting is named as good.

A Parent’s View of the Story

Infants and young children remind their caregivers daily that
creation lives among us. It wasn't so long ago that these young
children arrived in the world. All caregivers have thought, felt, or
said something like “It is Good” when first meeting their children.
When family lifes gets bumpy and stressful, caregivers tend to

. — \
stray from those first wondrous moments of recognizing God's
tiny creation, forgetting the assurance of the words “It is Good!”
Invite caregivers to remember those first moments with their é .
child and say once again, “You are Good” to their children. bOttom l|ne

A Child's View of the Story

The world is full of wonder! A nose calls out to be touched or
grabbed. An ant walking across the sidewalk says, “stop and watch
me.” A banana whispers, “squish me.” These moments of wonder
are all good to young children. It’s as if they see God's creation
more clearly than we do because of their sense of awe, wonder
and goodness. Young children take the time - because it means
nothing to them yet - to stop, watch and listen to the smallest in
God's creation, like a butterfly, a snowflake, or the cloth tage on
their favorite blankie. In doing so, they invite us to join them in
their new journey in God's world. So today’s creation story? Maybe
young children know it better than we do because the newness
of creation is their ongoing reality.
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God Finds Us

Where Does God Love Me?

Caregivers, while you do this

Make your own heart drawing with your child and have them place stickers on the paper
as you say “God loves (image on sticker).” Name the location of the stickers as you place
them. (“The puppy sticker is [on top of/under/next to] the heart.”)

Your child is learning this!

« When | use stickers, 'm building my fine motor skills.

« Naming the location of the stickers builds my language skills,
especially for positional words like on, under, and next to.

« When we talk about God loving lots of different people, places, and
things, 1 learn about the vastness of God's love for creation.




