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“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.”
God is our friend and he sends us other friends to love and care for.
From the time we are born, we are created to be social. Newborns
can recognize human voices and sounds in their native language(s).
They show a strong preference for looking at human faces.
Young babies will grow to follow a trusted adult’s eye gaze and
imitate the adults around them. Studies show that children who
are raised in secure, loving environments grow up to have better
emotional control, stronger communication skills, and more helpful,
empathetic behavior toward others. These skills all contribute to
children being better able to make friends. Learning the social skills
we need to navigate future friendships is a long process that begins
early in life, starting with what we experience in our own families.
No matter who is in your social circle before you have children,
the reality is that parenting takes a toll on your ability to develop
and maintain adult friendships. Many parents find they are too
tired to interact with others. Some find it difficult to fit in time with
friends around a young child’s erratic and demanding schedule. As
Christians, we know that we are called to share one another’s joys
and burdens. Friendships can be a critical part of surviving the first
few years of parenting. Time together with other parents, whether
on playdates or in parent-only settings, is healthy for both adults
and children.
The Bible describes friendships as a life-giving source of strength and community. It also advises us to consider carefully whom we choose to be our friends. King David is helped by his friend
Jonathan. Ruth and Naomi are family, but share a deep, respectful
friendship. Jesus is friends with all his disciples, and Peter is
described as a close friend. After the death and resurrection of
Jesus, the gospel message is spread through friendships like the
one between Paul and Barnabas. The Bible also teaches us values
that help us make and keep friends. Being honest, caring, forgiving,
and patient are all keys to building Christian friendships.
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Putting the Story in Perspective
Q@ Genesis, a Greek word that means “beginning”, is the launchpad ( .

for the history of God and God's people. With young children and b|ble StUdy
e== adults, the story of creation is a good place to begin journeying as
God's people. The rhythm, repetition, sound, mystery and drama in
Q the creation story show our God as our one creator while holding
8 the attention of young children who innately love to repeat, move
Q) and listen. As the story unfolds, we see God as part artist, part
architect and part engineer. God harnesses chaos into something
good, then asks us to care for this far-reaching creation. We also
learn that even God rests - as we do - and resting is named as good.

A Parent’s View of the Story

Infants and young children remind their caregivers daily that
creation lives among us. It wasn't so long ago that these young
children arrived in the world. All caregivers have thought, felt, or
said something like “It is Good” when first meeting their children.
When family lifes gets bumpy and stressful, caregivers tend to
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stray from those first wondrous moments of recognizing God's
tiny creation, forgetting the assurance of the words “It is Good!”
Invite caregivers to remember those first moments with their é .
child and say once again, “You are Good” to their children. bOttom l|ne

A Child's View of the Story

The world is full of wonder! A nose calls out to be touched or
grabbed. An ant walking across the sidewalk says, “stop and watch
me.” A banana whispers, “squish me.” These moments of wonder
are all good to young children. It’s as if they see God's creation
more clearly than we do because of their sense of awe, wonder
and goodness. Young children take the time - because it means
nothing to them yet - to stop, watch and listen to the smallest in
God's creation, like a butterfly, a snowflake, or the cloth tage on
their favorite blankie. In doing so, they invite us to join them in
their new journey in God's world. So today’s creation story? Maybe
young children know it better than we do because the newness
of creation is their ongoing reality.
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Friendship Books

Caregivers, while you do this ...
Make a book filled with pictures of your child's friends. Glue pictures of children from
Frolic Faith Classes onto the book pages. Label each with the child's name. On the last
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page, glue the picture of Jesus. Remind your child that Jesus is always their friend.

Your child is learning this!
- When | make my own book, | develop early literacy skills.

- Drawing and gluing build my fine motor skills.

- When | see the picture of Jesus along with pictures of other
friends, | learn that Jesus is my friend.

- Stories about friends help me leam that all of my friends are a
qift from God.





