

[image: ]A young child is regularly being coached by adults to share with
others. The challenge with this request? Because of the emotional,
cognitive, and social skills required to share, young children
are not equipped to willingly share with others until well into
their preschool years. This means that sharing is very difficult for
young children! As toddlers learn about themselves as unique,
separate individuals, part of that individualization is owning things.
Giving something away that they feel ownership over may feel
like giving away part of themselves. Pairing an awareness of this
developmental truth with good models for sharing possessions and
sharing love is key to teaching about sharing during this tender
time of life.
Hebrews 13:16
“Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”
God wants us to share with others, especially His love.
The act of sharing is a key part of the daily work of parenting.
Parents are sharing a part of themselves all the time. Pregnant
and nursing mothers are sharing their bodies. Adoptive parents
are sharing their time, resources, and love in order to form their
families. Families find they are sharing their space as the home fills
up with new baby supplies. Couple time and alone time must be
spared so that time is shared with the new baby. Throughout all
of these demands, parents are expected to set good examples of
how to share so that their children will grow up to be generous
and hospitable. With all of these demands, sharing can seem like a
burden, and the gifts of faithful sharing can be lost.
Scripture offers abundant examples of sharing. In the beginning, we
see God sharing creation with humans and asking us to care for it.
Joseph shared food with his brothers as part of their reconciliation.
An innkeeper in Bethlehem offered a stable as lodging for Mary
and Joseph. A little boy shared five loaves of bread and two fish
with Jesus. The book of Acts describes how the early Christian
community shared all their possessions as they lived together with
the common goal of spreading the good news of Jesus Christ.
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Putting the Story in Perspective
Q@ Genesis, a Greek word that means “beginning”, is the launchpad ( .

for the history of God and God's people. With young children and b|ble StUdy
e== adults, the story of creation is a good place to begin journeying as
God's people. The rhythm, repetition, sound, mystery and drama in
Q the creation story show our God as our one creator while holding
8 the attention of young children who innately love to repeat, move
Q) and listen. As the story unfolds, we see God as part artist, part
architect and part engineer. God harnesses chaos into something
good, then asks us to care for this far-reaching creation. We also
learn that even God rests - as we do - and resting is named as good.

A Parent’s View of the Story

Infants and young children remind their caregivers daily that
creation lives among us. It wasn't so long ago that these young
children arrived in the world. All caregivers have thought, felt, or
said something like “It is Good” when first meeting their children.
When family lifes gets bumpy and stressful, caregivers tend to

. — \
stray from those first wondrous moments of recognizing God's
tiny creation, forgetting the assurance of the words “It is Good!”
Invite caregivers to remember those first moments with their é .
child and say once again, “You are Good” to their children. bOttom l|ne

A Child's View of the Story

The world is full of wonder! A nose calls out to be touched or
grabbed. An ant walking across the sidewalk says, “stop and watch
me.” A banana whispers, “squish me.” These moments of wonder
are all good to young children. It’s as if they see God's creation
more clearly than we do because of their sense of awe, wonder
and goodness. Young children take the time - because it means
nothing to them yet - to stop, watch and listen to the smallest in
God's creation, like a butterfly, a snowflake, or the cloth tage on
their favorite blankie. In doing so, they invite us to join them in
their new journey in God's world. So today’s creation story? Maybe
young children know it better than we do because the newness
of creation is their ongoing reality.
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Time to Share

Caregivers, while you do this ...
Show your child the timer and let them hear the sound that it makes when it goes off.
Then set it for thirty seconds. Explain to your child that they can use the toy until they
hear the timer. Then it will be time to share. Practice taking turns back and forth. Adjust
the wait time on the timer for longer or shorter intervals as needed.

Your child is learning this! y ¢ )
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+When | wait for the timer, I'm learning about rules of cavse and effect |
as well as learming to take turns.

« When you praise me for sharing the toy, |learn that sharing is a good
skill for social interactions.

« Sharing things is part of growing in faith.





